Pak Nastaleeq (Beta Release)

An Urdu font for computer

Pak Nastaleeq is an OpenType™ Font that enables you to read and write Urdu on your computer in
Nastaleeq Script. Using this font; you can type Urdu Email, Letters and documents with the same
facilities with which you have been doing these tasks in English. For example, as you can type
English in Notepad or Microsoft Word, Pak Nastaleeq allows you to type Urdu in these applications
with same level of ease in the form of Nastaleeq. Center of Excellence for Urdu Informatics feels
extremely excited on announcement of Beta Release of Pak Nastaleeq.

Important Features

Closer to Noori Nastaleeq

e Equally well for Internet and Desktop Publishing

e Fully Compatible with existing fonts like Tahoma, Times New Roman and other
Urdu/Arabic fonts.

e Fully compatible with Windows 98, Windows 2000, Windows XP, All versions of Microsoft

Office (With English and Urdu LIPs)

Reduced Character Shapes (Only 200 shapes while others have nearly 1000)

Reduced Calligraphic Rules (Only 2 rules while others have 100+ rules)

No Ligatures (while others have at least 2 dozen ligatures)

10 times faster then other Nastaleeq Fonts and 90 times less memory usage.

Full support for Airaab and other symbols.

Capable to support all Pakistani Languages

Supports all the languages written in Arabic Script (See: Supported Languages)

Due to the separate Nuqta typing feature, supports all the right-to-left languages with a single

font. (See: Atomization)

Supported Languages

All the languages written in Arabic Script including Urdu, Arabic, Persian, Sindhi, Balochi, Pashto,
Punjabi, Brahvi, Saraiki, Kashmiri, Balti, Gaori, Wakhi, Khawaar, Sheena, Pahaarri, Gojri, Hindco,
Uzbek, Mrakshi, Malay, Kurdish, Turkman, Tajik, Dari, Qazaq, Yougher (China, Sank keyaang) etc.

Atomization

Atomization refers to the decomposition property (in form of dot less characters and Nuqtas) which
is supported by the International Standard Unicode. Pak Nastaleeq is built having this principle
under consideration. Decomposition property means the breakup of a single character into two or
more than two characters. For example, from out point of view, Urdu letter “Pay” is formed like this.
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According to this principle, letter “Pay” is composed of dot less shape of “Bay” and three lower
Nugtas. In this way, any letter from Arabic Script can be decomposed in such atomic units.
Internally, Pak Nastaleeq breaks up the characters in the same way to display them on to the screen
and this methodology enables it to display any language written in Arabic script. In this font, the
basic dot less ghost characters have separate shapes having Unicode entry points while Nuqta
characters and other symbols are separately available. When this font encounters a character which
is to be displayed onto the screen, it decomposes it into a combination of dot less ghost characters
and Nuqta marks according to the given rules.

Keyboard

You can also type the above mentioned Nuqta marks and special symbols but for this you need a
special keyboard having the facility to type in the Nuqta marks separately. You are provided with a
keyboard layout along with this font with which you can type dot less characters and then type
Nuqgta marks on them according to your will. Though Urdu can be typed with any common
keyboard, but while working you encounter a character of some other language, then you are
provided with special keys of dot less ghost characters and Nugqtas to type them in.

How to Use

First of all you need to install the font on your computer and for that insert the given CD into your
CD-ROM Dirive and open it from My Computer (s 1), Pak Nastaleeq is present there right
click on it and select Copy (J&) command. Now go to Start (g s<) Menu and click on it. From there
click on Run (u23s) command which will open up a dialog box for you. Type “fonts” and press
Enter Key. Now a folder will be opened for you listing all the installed fonts on your computer.
Right click there and select Paste (23s>). This way Pak Nastaleeq will be added to the list of fonts in
your computer and you can use it in any program. Besides that you will need a Keyboard Layout too.
Open the given CD from My Computer. Here will be able to see a file named “Keyboard Layout”.
Double click on it and it will automatically install the Keyboard Layout. To use it please have a look
at the three shift states of the keyboard. In normal situation, keyboard is always in first shift while
second shift will appear on pressing Shift key and for the third shift, you need to press right Alt key.
For your convenience, we’ve included the snapshots of all the three shift states of the keyboard
layout.



Keyboard Layout with Nugta Marks
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Text Samples in Pak Nastaleeq

Urdu Arabic and Persian
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Sindhi and Pashto
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